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portant privileges from the King of England. The
same holds good with regard to the Duke of Saxony.
But as the emperors grew to care less and less for
purely German affairs, as the Saxon ducal power was
broken, as the German-speaking lands became the
camp of anarchy, confusion, and lordlessness, where
rightful and unlawful sovereigns quarrelled with each
other, where ruler fought ruler, noble robbed noble,
where, in short, the game of " devil take the hindmost"
was long played with great energy, the towns that
had silently and gradually been acquiring much inde-
pendent strength, perceived that if they wjuld save
their prosperity, nay, their very existence, they must
take up a firm position against the prevailing social
conditions.

Founded upon trade, with trade as their vital
element, it was natural that traders also should
have a mighty voice in the councils of these towns.
The councillors indeed were chosen chiefly from
among the leading merchants, most of whom had
been abroad at some time or other of their career,
and tasted the sweets of wider liberty. None of
these were insensible to the pressure put upon them
by their returning fellow citizens that they should
struggle in their common interests to maintain a
position of strength at home, a position which could
not fail to increase the security of their settlements
abroad. For owing to this long period of political
chaos, the merchants abroad noticed or fancied that
the name of the Holy Roman Empire no longer
carried the same weight as formerly; that to
threaten those who overstepped their licenses to-